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evidence of divine revelation or changing the course
of events brought about by Nature or human action.
God is not a deus ex machina. I think he has given us
faculties which enable us to picture what he is like,
what reality is. By employing these faculties we come
to know him, not only in the sense that we know a
fact, but also in the sense that we know a friend and
enjoy his society. By using my reason to imagine
what God must be as personified goodness and love,
I associate with God, as with a friend better than my-
self. I am drawn to him and partake of his nature
and strength. I see him as a person immeasurably
greater than the greatest of men, and therefore
creative; as one who by the law of his nature would
bring into being creatures to share in his work of
creation, who could therefore think and will for them-
selves.
To contrast the society in which we live in all its
complexity with the lives led perhaps for a million
years by our ancestors in caves and holes in the earth,
in a state little removed from that of the beasts, is to
get some glimpse of the work of creation on which
man is engaged. But here let us note how far the task
of further creation depends on knowledge of what
is already created. This alone makes writing of all
inventions the most momentous. Writing is the great
repository in which all that is worth preserving in
human thought can be stored and treasured so long
as society exists to use it. So vast is the storehouse,
and so rich and varied its contents, that priceless
treasures are at times overlaid and buried by the
mere mass of less valuable matter which is afterwards
lodged in the vaults. In his recent lectures Dr. Scott
Lidgett* has shown how Isaiah, and still more Jesus,
rose from the vision of God as a monarch, which pre-
vails in the Old Testament, to the vision of God as a
father, which prevails in the New Testament. The
transition from God conceived as personified power,

